Car Accident Checklist

If an item doesn’t apply to you because you weren’t involved in the crash and you’re helping the victim, it’s okay to skip it, but try to make sure your loved one follows up if possible.
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Make Sure That You and Your Passengers Are OK

Check on the people in the other cars that were involved as well. If possible, put out flares or warning signs from your car’s emergency kit to make sure other vehicles can see you.


Contact the Police

Call 911 right away and report the accident so emergency personnel can respond.


Take Pictures of the Scene

Use your personal camera or smartphone to take pictures of the following:

· Damage to your vehicle

· Damage to the other vehicle(s)

· Conditions at the scene (weather, ice, landmarks, etc.)

· Objects at the scene (crash debris, fallen branches, skid marks, etc.)

· Anything else that looks important to you

Get Information About the Other Driver Who Crashed Into You Write down the following information as soon as possible after the crash.


Other driver’s information

· Name: __________________________________

· Phone number: _____________________

· Address: __________________________

__________________________

· Insurance policy number: ___________________________

· Insurance policy expiration date: __________


About the other driver’s vehicle

· License plate number: ____________________________

· Make: _____________________________

· Model: _____________________________

· Damage to the vehicle: ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Get Information About Other Drivers or Passengers Involved in the Crash

If other passengers or multiple drivers were involved in the crash, you’ll want to take down information about them too.

Driver/Passenger 1

• Name: __________________________

• Address: __________________________

__________________________

• Vehicle make: ______________________

• Vehicle model: ______________________

• License plate number: ________________



Driver/Passenger 2

• Name: ____________________________

• Address: __________________________

__________________________

• Vehicle make: ______________________

• Vehicle model: ______________________

• License plate number: ________________

Driver/Passenger 3

• Name: ____________________________

• Address: __________________________

__________________________

• Vehicle make: ______________________

• Vehicle model: ______________________

• License plate number: ________________



Driver/Passenger 4

• Name: ____________________________

• Address: __________________________

__________________________

• Vehicle make: ______________________

• Vehicle model: ______________________

• License plate number: ________________

Get Information About Any Witnesses

If anyone else saw what happened, you should take down information about them as well.

	Witness 1
	Witness 2

	• Name: ____________________________
	• Name: ____________________________

	• Address: __________________________
	• Address: __________________________

	__________________________
	__________________________


	Witness 3
	Witness 4

	• Name: ____________________________
	• Name: ____________________________

	• Address: __________________________
	• Address: __________________________

	__________________________
	__________________________

	Write Down Information About the Crash
	Use the space at the bottom of the page to write

	• Date: ______________________
	down what happened in your own words. It’s okay to

	• Time: ______________________
	draw simple pictures or diagrams as well as write out

	• Weather conditions: ______________
	the details. If you need more space, use a separate

	________________________________
	sheet.

	• Name of the police department that
	

	responded: ______________________
	




Get Medical Attention

After getting emergency treatment, make sure to attend any follow-up appointments that your doctor schedules. Tell your doctor about all your symptoms, including physical, psychological, and emotional issues after the crash. And be sure to mention any new symptoms that show up.


Contact an Experienced Personal Injury Attorney for Help

A lawyer can protect your rights and give you advice about your legal options. The sooner you contact an attorney for help, the better. They should be able to launch an investigation of the crash right away and make sure all the evidence gets preserved.


Tell Your Auto Insurance Company About the Crash

Call your insurance agent and tell them about the wreck or, if your insurance company offers the option, file a report online. Your lawyer can help you with this step if you’ve hired one.


DO NOT Sign a Release or Give a Statement to the Insurance Adjuster

The insurance adjuster representing the other driver’s insurance company is not your friend, and you don’t have to talk to them. In fact, they will use anything you say against you. If they contact you and ask to talk, just say “no” and let your lawyer know about it.


Call the Police Department and Request a Copy of the Police Report

The police report is a very important piece of evidence for your case. Call the police department that responded to your accident and ask for a copy of the report as soon as you can. Just remember that the report may take a few days for them to prepare. Your attorney can also help you with this step if you’ve hired one.


